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WINTER SPRINKLER BANS — KALGOORLIE 

654. Mr J.J.M. BOWLER to the Minister for Water: 
Why was Kalgoorlie, with a fifth of the annual rainfall of the minister’s home town of Esperance, and a fifth of 
the annual rainfall of Perth, included in the winter sprinkler bans? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 
I thank the member for Kalgoorlie for his interest in an area that we share in Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  

Without doubt, the trial winter sprinkler ban in Western Australia has been a great success, with about 85 to 90 
per cent seeing the rationale behind not using water when we have rainfall and the temperatures are down. That 
is in the plan to save water, so do not squander that water. We have been blessed with increased rainfall over the 
past six weeks, and it is going to continue into this week, but that is no reason to squander the rainfall that we 
have had. Dams in the metropolitan area are now at 45 per cent capacity, so we have saved significant volumes 
of water. The sprinkler ban was about behavioural change and people exercising their civic responsibility to save 
water for the future. Water is a very important resource.  

In answer to the member for Kalgoorlie, by definition, Kalgoorlie is part of the integrated water supply scheme 
as it pulls its water from Mundaring Weir. I recognise the issue raised by the member for Kalgoorlie, and a 
number of issues were raised on my recent trip to Boulder and Kalgoorlie last Friday. I have given an 
undertaking to hold a summit for all the stakeholders, including the people from Kalgoorlie, if they would like to 
come together and talk about the unintended consequences of that trial winter sprinkler ban. During that summit, 
in any consideration for the future, we will consider some of the unintended consequences for the Kalgoorlie 
area. I understand some concerns exist, but by its nature the trial had to include the integrated water supply 
scheme, and that is the reason the trial winter sprinkler ban was applied in Kalgoorlie.  
 


